2017/2018 Elective Course Descriptions
ADA30/3M – Drama for Film and TV, 11 Open and Mixed
This course requires students to engage in dramatic processes and the presentation of
dramatic works. Students will interpret and present works in a variety of dramatic forms,
create and script original works, and critically analyse the processes involved in
producing drama works. Students will develop a variety of skills related to collaboration
and the presentation of film and TV works.
Prerequisite: None/ Grade 9/10 Drama Open

ADA4E/4M – Drama for Film and TV, 12 Essential and Mixed
This course requires students to create, present, and analyse a variety of dramatic
works relevant to Film and TV production. Students will build trust and collaborative
skills and develop self-confidence through hands-on experience and project-based
learning in acting related to film and television activities.
Prerequisite: Drama, Grade 11 Open/ Grade 11 Mixed

AVI3O/M – Visual Art 11, Open and Mixed
This course covers some fundamentals such as perspective and colour theory, but then
branches out into graffiti art and printmaking.
Prerequisite: None / Visual Arts, Grade 9 or 10, Open

AVI4M– Visual Art 12, Mixed
This course explores art movements, like surrealism, pop art, and expressionism,
through your own projects with a variety of mediums – 3-D, painting, sculpture, and pen
& ink.
Prerequisite: AVI3M

ASM3O – Game Design: Media Studies, 11 Open
This course examines games and gaming from a media arts perspective. From board
games to tabletop roleplaying to live action roleplaying to—yes—video games, we will
look at game theory, the creative and technological process of game design, and critical
issues posed by games and gaming in society. We will examine what makes a game
fun, the past, present, and future of game design, and the stories that games tell us
about who we are.
Prerequisite: None

ASM4E – Game Design: Media Studies, 12 Essential
Are you ready to level up? Grade 12 Media Arts: Game Design takes a deeper look at
games and gaming from a media arts perspective. We will examine critical issues in
game design, including game mechanics, dynamics, and aesthetics, storytelling, history,
and controversies. This is a hands-on, participatory course where you’ll be playing
games and creating a portfolio of your own game designs.
Prerequisite: ASM3O

BBB4ME (Online) – International Business Fundamentals, 12 Mixed
This course provides an overview of the importance of international business and trade
in the global economy and explores the factors that inﬂuence success in international
markets. Students will learn about the techniques and strategies associated with
marketing, distribution, and managing international business effectively. This course
prepares students for postsecondary programs in business, including international
business, marketing, and management.
Prerequisite: None

CHA3U – American History, 11 University
Take a journey through history and discover how settlers, pilgrims and colonists fleeing
oppression built a powerful new nation conceived in liberty and founded upon the new
democratic ideals of the enlightenment. Learn this extraordinary story of hardship,
courage, and conflict, as you travel from 16th century trading vessels to 18th century
revolutionary battles to 19th century slave plantations and civil war to 20th century world
power and atomic menace. Experience manifest destiny in action. History doesn't get
any better than this extraordinary story!
Prerequisite: Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, Academic or Applied

CHG381 – Genocide and Crimes against Humanity, 11 Mixed
This course investigates examples of genocide in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, including the Holocaust, Armenia, and Rwanda. Students will investigate the
terms genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes and explore them through
the lens of historical analysis. Students will examine identity formation and how "in
groups" and "out groups" are created, including an analysis of how bias, stereotypes,
prejudice, and discrimination impact on various groups. Throughout the course,
students will gain an understanding of the role of perpetrator, victim, bystander,
rescuer, opportunist, and resister. As the course unfolds students will be challenged to
draw appropriate connections between the history of genocide and Canadian history.
Note: This is a Ministry approved locally developed optional credit course.
Prerequisites: Canadian History, Grade 10, Academic or Applied

CHM4E– Adventures in World History, 12 Essential
If you could build a time machine to take you to the past, where would you go? What
would you want to see? What marvels await? Let adventures in history be your time
machine to another era. Be a fly on the wall as the British defeat Napoleon on the
battlefield of Waterloo; listen to the Beatles in the recording studio as popular music
becomes art; sit beside Albert Einstein as he conceives a new theory of space and time;
strap into the first heavier than air machine to fly as the Wright brothers invent the first
flying machine. The world is bigger than you know.
Prerequisite: Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, Academic or Applied,
or the locally developed compulsory course (LDCC) in Canadian history

CHY4U – World History since the 15th Century, 12 University
The reformation, the enlightenment, the age of revolution...the civilization you belong to
is no accident or random fluke. It is the product of centuries of ideas and strife, sacrifice
and invention, creativity and idealism. The things you take for granted were fought for
and painfully achieved through a long historical process. Enjoy your cell phone? It may
surprise you to learn that without the industrial revolution, there could be no internet.
What's your favourite music video? Without the renaissance, art as we know it would
not exist. Don't like being told what to do or how to live your life? Without victory in the
world wars, there could be no freedom. Without the scientific method, no space travel.
The interconnectedness of all things will be the theme of this exploration into the
amazing roots and branches and blossoms of modern western civilization.
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian
and world studies, English, or social sciences and humanities

CLN4U – Law, 12 University
This course explores a range of contemporary legal issues and how they are addressed
in both Canadian and international law. Students will develop an understanding of the
principles of Canadian and international law and of issues related to human rights and
freedoms, conflict resolution, and criminal, environmental, and workplace law, both in
Canada and internationally. Students will apply the concepts of legal thinking and the
legal studies inquiry process, and will develop legal reasoning skills, when investigating
these and other issues in both Canadian and international contexts.
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian
and world studies, English, or social sciences and humanities.

CPW4U – Canadian and International Politics, 12 University
This course explores issues in Canadian and world politics. You will look at political
decision making and ways in which individuals, stakeholder groups, and various
institutions, including governments, multinational corporations, and non-governmental
organizations, respond to and work to address domestic and international issues. You
will apply the concepts of political thinking and the political inquiry process to investigate
issues, events, and developments of national and international political importance, and
to develop and communicate informed opinions about them.
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian
and world studies, English, or social sciences and humanities.

ETS4C – Studies in Literature, 12 College
This course is for students with a special interest in literature. The course may focus on
themes, genres, time periods, or countries. Students will study a variety of forms and
stylistic elements of literary texts and respond personally, critically, and creatively to
them. They will also investigate critical interpretations and complete an independent
study project.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, College Preparation

EWC4U - English: The Writer’s Craft, 12 University
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing. Students
will analyse models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to produce a range
of works; identify and use techniques required for specialized forms of writing; and
identify effective ways to improve the quality of their writing. They will also complete
a major paper as part of a creative or analytical independent study project and
investigate opportunities for publication and for writing careers.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, University Preparation

EWC4C - English: The Writer’s Craft, 12 College
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing. Students
will investigate models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to write a variety
of works; and make considered decisions for improving the quality of their writing.
They will also complete a creative or analytical independent study project and
investigate opportunities for publication and for writing careers.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, College Preparation

HHS4C – Families in Canada, 12 College
This course enables students to develop an understanding of social science theories as
they apply to individual development, the development of intimate relationships, and
family and parent-child relationships. Students will explore a range of issues relating to
the development of individuals and families in contemporary Canadian society as well
as in other cultures and historical periods. They will develop the investigative skills
required to conduct research on individuals, intimate relationships, and parent-child
roles and relationships in Canada.
Prerequisite: Any university, college, or university/college preparation
course in social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world
studies

HIP4O – Organize Your Life! Finances, Health & Well-Being, 12 Open
This course focuses on preparing students for living independently and working
successfully with others. We will be exploring the topics of daily and long term finances,
creating a healthy home, strategies to handle the stress of life, nutrition, and work place
rights and responsibilities. This course emphasises learning through practical
applications and experiences.
Prerequisite: None

HSB4U – Challenge and Change in Society, 12 University
This course focuses on the use of social science theories, perspectives, and
methodologies to investigate and explain shifts in knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and
behaviour and their impact on society. You will critically analyse how and why cultural,
social, and behavioural patterns change over time. You will explore the ideas of social
theorists and use those ideas to analyse causes of and responses to challenges such
as technological change, deviance, and global inequalities. You will explore ways in
which social science research methods can be used to study social change.
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in social
sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies.

HSC4ME (Online) – World Culture: The Global Potluck, 12 Mixed
World Cultures explores our identities—the art, religion, spirituality, philosophy, and
beliefs that make us who we are. What does it mean to belong to a group, and why do
these groups sometimes come into conflict? What can we do to make Canada a country
that is welcoming to all? This is an online course with a compulsory in-class component.
Every Monday, we will be meeting to cook a dish representing a different culture!
Prerequisite: Any university, college, or university/college preparation course in
social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies.

HSE4M – Equity and Social Justice,12 Mixed
This course enables students to develop an understanding of the theoretical, social, and
historical underpinnings of various equity and social justice issues and to analyse
strategies for bringing about positive social change. Students will learn about historical
and contemporary equity and social justice issues in Canada and globally. They will
explore power relations and the impact of a variety of factors on equity and social
justice. Students will develop and apply research skills and will design and implement a
social action initiative relating to inequity or a social justice issue.
Prerequisite: Any university, college, or university/college preparation course
in social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies

HSP3C – Intro to Anthropology, Psychology, and Sociology, 11 College
This course provides you with opportunities to think critically about theories, questions,
and issues related to anthropology, psychology, and sociology. You will develop an
understanding of the approaches and research methods used by social scientists. You
will be given opportunities to explore theories from a variety of perspectives, to conduct
social science research, and to become familiar with current thinking on a range of
issues within the three disciplines.
Prerequisite: None

HSP3U – Intro to Anthropology, Psychology, and Sociology, 11 University
This course provides students with opportunities to think critically about theories,
questions, and issues related to anthropology, psychology, and sociology. Students will
develop an understanding of the approaches and research methods used by social
scientists. They will be given opportunities to explore theories from a variety of
perspectives, to conduct social science research, and to become familiar with current
thinking on a range of issues within the three disciplines.
Prerequisite: The Grade 10 academic course in English, or the Grade 10 academic
history course (Canadian and world studies)

HZT4U – Philosophy: Questions & Theories, 12 University
This course enables students to acquire an understanding of the nature of philosophy
and philosophical reasoning skills and to develop and apply their knowledge and skills
while exploring specialized branches of philosophy (the course will cover at least three
of the following branches: metaphysics, ethics, epistemology, philosophy of science,
social and political philosophy, aesthetics).Students will develop critical thinking and
philosophical reasoning skills as they formulate and evaluate arguments related to a
variety of philosophical questions and theories. They will also develop research and
inquiry skills related to the study and practice of philosophy.
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in social
sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies

IDP30: Strategy and Tactics in Chess and History, 11 Open
Think learning history is all in old books? Think again! In this exciting new course
students will learn about history and society by examining chess strategies and tactics.
Chess will be used to develop essential skills such as sequential thinking, mental
stamina, creativity, objectivity, and sportsmanship. Students will play in tournaments
against their peers, gradually improving their thinking skills. Each week students will
read one article from Robert Green's book "The 33 Strategies of War" and compare
historical events (such as Napoleon's battles, or other campaigns) to chess moves. You
will be surprised what you can learn about yourself by studying the minds of master
strategists.
Prerequisite: None

SVN3M – Environmental Science, 11 Mixed
This course provides students with the fundamental knowledge of and skills relating to
environmental science that will help them succeed in life after secondary school.
Students will explore a range of topics, including the role of science in addressing
contemporary environmental challenges; the impact of the environment on human
health; sustainable agriculture and forestry; the reduction and management of waste;
and the conservation of energy. Students will increase their scientific and environmental
literacy and examine the interrelationships between science, the environment, and
society in a variety of areas.
Prerequisite: Grade 10 Science, Applied or Academic

SES4U – Earth and Space Science, 12 University
This course develops students’ understanding of Earth and its place in the universe.
Students will investigate the properties of and forces in the universe and solar system
and analyse techniques scientists use to generate knowledge about them. Students will
closely examine the materials of Earth, its internal and surficial processes, and its
geological history, and will learn how Earth’s systems interact and how they have
changed over time. Throughout the course, students will learn how these forces,
processes, and materials affect their daily lives. The course draws on biology,
chemistry, physics, and mathematics in its consideration of geological and astronomical
processes that can be observed directly or inferred from other evidence.
Prerequisite: Science, Grade 10, Academic

TGG3M – Print and Graphic Design, 11 Mixed
Calling all creative types! In Print and Graphic Communications, take your imagination
to the next level and unlock the magic of Photoshop and other digital imaging software
to produce stunning graphics, logos, posters, magazines, and more.
Prerequisite: None

TGG4M1 - Print and Graphic Design, 12 Mixed
If you’re serious about graphic design, Print and Graphic Communications is the course
for you! You’ll learn how to make incredible graphics using Photoshop, Illustrator, build
a portfolio of your work, and even design your own projects to showcase your skills.
Prerequisite: TGG3M

TGP3M – Photography and Digital Imaging, 11 Mixed
Are you a shutterbug? Whether you want your work to hang in galleries or just wish you
could take better selfies, Photography and Digital Imaging is a fun, hands-on course
that will help you take great photos.
Prerequisite: None

TGP4M - Photography and Digital Imaging, 12 Mixed
Build your photography skills even further! In Photography and Digital Imaging, you’ll
learn different tricks and techniques to make your photos shine and build a portfolio of
creative and exciting work.
Prerequisite: TGP3M

TGV3M – Film and TV Production, 11 Mixed
Walk the red carpet with Film and Video Production! In this course, you’ll learn how to
plan, shoot, and edit your own short films.
Prerequisite: None

TGV4M1 – Film and TV Production, 12 Mixed
From pitching to filming to editing and special effects, Film and Video Production will
teach you how to produce your own movies. Become the next great Hollywood director
or YouTube sensation.
Prerequisite: TGV3M1

